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<Aim>

Article 1: These rules, pursuant to the Discovery Program for Global Learners
Regulations (hereinafter referred to as “the Regulations” (Okayama University Regulations
2017 (No.11)) Article 29, specify matters pertaining to the curriculum of the Discovery
Program for Global Learners (hereinafter referred to as “the Program”).

<Advisors>
Article 2: The Program shall appoint, as may befit a student’s academic interests and
progress, advisors with the following functions:

a) Mentor

b) Academic Advisor

c) Matching Advisor

d) Departmental Advisor

e) Senior Project Advisor
2. The Mentor shall primarily provide advice pertaining to academic performance and
campus life.
3. The Academic Advisor shall primarily provide advice pertaining to the program of
study, careers, and registration status.
4, The Matching Advisor shall primarily provide advice pertaining to academic

performance and campus life for a student who selects the Matching Track and shall act as a
liaison with the faculty wherein the student wishes to carry out his or her Senior Project
(hereinafter referred to as “host faculty”).

5. The Departmental Advisor shall, as the host faculty, provide advice pertaining to the
program of study and act as a liaison to the Matching Advisor.
6. The Senior Project Advisor shall provide guidance pertaining to the program of study

and senior project, and, in the case of an Matching Track student, also act as a liaison with
the Matching Advisor.

<Course Categories and Registration>

Article 3: Courses shall be divided into Required Courses, Required Elective Courses,
and Elective Courses.

2. Course offerings and credit numbers for General Education Courses shall be
announced at the beginning of each academic year by the Institute for Promotion of
Education and Campus Life.



3. A student shall enroll in courses, under the guidance of advisors, following categories
as specified in paragraph 1 and according to the requirements prescribed in Appendices 1
and 2.

<Credit Cap>

Article 4: The number of credits for which Program students can register shall not
exceed 50 credits per year (hereinafter referred to as “credit cap”).

2. A student whose cumulative GPA is 3.00 or above at the end of a school year may be
permitted to register for courses beyond the aforementioned credit cap in the subsequent
school year.

3. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraphs, credits accumulated toward the

acquisition of a teacher’s certificate, transferred credits, credits earned for certain Practicum
courses, and credits acquired in intensive sessions offered during breaks between academic
terms shall be excluded from the calculation of the aforementioned credit cap.

<Courses Offered by Other Universities &c.>

Article 5: A student who wishes to enroll in academic courses offered by other
universities and colleges (including foreign institutions) shall by submitting the designated
forms, apply for permission to the Program (hereinafter referred to as “Enrollment in Other
Universities &c.”).

2. Permission for Enrollment in Other Universities &c. and approval of transfer credits
therefrom shall be granted, upon deliberation, by the Steering Committee of the Discovery
Program for Global Learners (hereinafter referred to as the “Steering Committee”).

<Courses Offered by Educational Institutions &c. Other than Universities>

Article 6: A student who wishes to enroll in courses equivalent to upper division courses
in universities offered by a junior college or a technical college subject to Article 17 of the
Regulations (hereinafter referred to as “Enrollment in Educational Institutions &c. Other
Than Universities”) must, by submitting designated forms, apply to the Program for
permission.

2. Permission for Enrollment in Educational Institutions &c. Other Than Universities and
the approval of transfer credits therefrom and other educational processes prescribed by the
Ministry of Education, shall be granted, upon deliberation, by the Steering Committee.

<Transfer of Credits Accumulated Prior to Admission to the Program>

Article 7: A student who has earned credits from universities or junior colleges
(including those earned as a non-degree student) prior to admission to the Program subject
to Regulation Article 18, and who wishes to transfer credits thereof, shall apply by submitting
the designated forms and supporting documents during a specified period.

2 The courses that can be accredited shall be limited to General Education Courses, and
the maximum number of credits accredited shall be 18 credits.

3 Accreditation shall be carried out for each course category that has been applied for.
4 Credit transfer in the preceding paragraph shall be approved by the Steering
Committee.

<Educational Tracks>



Article 8: A student who wishes to pursue their study in the Matching Track shall, in
principle, submit the specified form by the end of the first year.

2. Conditional on the host faculty’s approval, the Program shall grant permission to
study in the Matching Track.
3. Notwithstanding the first paragraph of this Article, if a student expresses a desire to

pursue his or her study in the Matching Track after the beginning of the second year,
permission may be granted pending consultation with and approval of the faculty wherein
the student wishes to be hosted.

4, Changes of host faculty may occasionally be permitted within the Matching Track,
conditional on the approval of the original host faculty and the faculty wherein the student
wishes to study.

5. Transfer to the Discovery Track may occasionally be permitted for students pursuing
study in the Matching Track, conditional on the approval of the host faculty.

<Senior Project>
Article 9: Before beginning a Senior Project, a student must have accumulated 92
credits or more out of 124 credits required for graduation, including the following credits
(hereinafter referred to as "Prerequisites for Senior Project") .

1. General Education Courses required courses: 2 credits

2. Major Education Courses, Major Foundational Courses required courses: 4 credits

3. Major Education Courses, Major Foundational Courses required elective courses: 15

credits

<Early Graduation>

Article 10: A student who wishes to apply for Early Graduation as provided in Regulation
Article 24 shall first acquire permission as a candidate for Early Graduation by submitting the
designated forms.

2. A student who wishes to become an Early Graduation candidate shall submit the
specified form by the end of their tenth academic term.
3. Only a student who is expected to have accumulated 100 credits or more toward

graduation, including "Prerequisites for Senior Project," by the end of their tenth academic
term, and who has a cumulative GPA of 3.50 or above including the 9th academic term from
the time of admission, is permitted to apply to become an Early Graduation Candidate
provided in the preceding paragraph.

4, Official approval of an Early Graduation candidate shall be subject to the deliberation
of the Steering Committee. Permission is conditional on completion of 100 credits or more
including "Prerequisites for Senior Project" and a cumulative GPA of 3.50 or above at the end
of the tenth academic term.

5. A student who is recognized as an Early Graduation candidate shall be permitted to
enroll in courses which are ordinarily opened only to fourth-year students from the eleventh
academic term.

Supplementary Provision

These Articles shall enter into force as of October 1, 2017.
Supplementary Provision
1. These Articles shall enter into force as of April 1, 2018.



2. Notwithstanding the revision of Articles 9 and 10, the original rule shall apply to Fall
2017 Program entrants.

Supplementary Provision
These Articles shall enter into force as of April 1, 2019.

Supplementary Provision

1. These Articles shall enter into force as of October 1, 2020.

2. Notwithstanding the revision of Article 10, the original rule shall apply to Fall 2017
Program entrants.

Supplementary Provision

1. These Articles shall enter into force as of April 1, 2021.

2. The revisions to credit requirements stipulated in Appendix 1 shall not apply to
students who entered the Program before April 1, 2021 (date exclusive).

Supplementary Provision

1. These Articles shall enter into force as of October 1, 2021.

2. Notwithstanding the revision of Article 10, the original rule shall apply to students
who entered the Program on or before April 1, 2021.

Supplementary Provision
These Articles shall enter into force as of October 1, 2022.

Supplementary Provision
These Articles shall enter into force as of April 1, 2023.

Supplementary Provision

1. These Articles shall enter into force as of April 1, 2025.

2. Notwithstanding the revised Articles 3,7,9,and 10 and Appendices 1 and and2, the
original rule shall apply to students who enrolled in the Program in October 2024 or
earlier.



Appendix 1: Credit Requirements for Graduation
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%1 “Inquiries of Knowledge |, II, & Il (a total of 4 credits)” are compulsory subjects.

%2 “Advanced Writing (1 credit) is a compulsory subject.

%3 When MT students conduct their Senior Projects with faculty members outside of the Discovery
Program, credits acquired in Semon or Major courses offered by departments other than the
Discovery Program shall be included here.

%4 "Senior Project” (10 credits) is a compulsory subject.

%5 Credits earned for language courses and Citizenship and Intercultural Understanding (up to ten
(10) credits) in Zengaku Kyotsu or General Education Courses can be included here. As for English
language courses, up to three (3) credits acquired in “upper-grade English” of Elective English
courses can be included here. Up to six (6) credits acquired in Zengaku Koryu or Integrated
Learning courses can also be included here.
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! Discovery students will take “Inquires of Knowledge”in Senmon Kyoiku instead.
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