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 Registration Guide 

Courses 

The graduate school offers 8 courses in terms of educational contents. 

 General Course 

Outline of the Course 

“General Course” is designed to help students acquire research skills methodology through studying 
Common Core Subjects such as “Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences”, “Introduction of Clinical Medical 
Sciences”, “Research Seminar for Doctoral degree”, and “Specialized Subjects”, for which the Graduate School 
of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences of Okayama University has an outstanding track record. 
“Minor Subjects” under the Specialized Subjects are designed as interdisciplinary studies allowing the 
students to receive guidance from other departments. 

   Planning for Registration 

Discuss with your supervisor and seek advice regarding the subjects you are planning to take and how to 
make a “Study Planning Sheet” (specified form), and submit to the Administrative office before the specified 
due date.  

   Credits Necessary for Graduation 

The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. 
Take the Common Core Subjects as illustrated in the table below. As for the Specialized Subjects, take 4 

credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of “Research Projects and Practices” in your department, 
and 4 credits (or more) of “Lecture/Research Projects” from other departments, “Elective Programs”, “Minor 
Subjects in Pharmaceutical Sciences” or “Subject in Cooperative Course”. 

1



 Common Core Subjects 

Take classes after checking  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the online syllabi. 
Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 

 Major Subjects 

As Major subjects, you are required to take 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of 
“Research Projects and Practices” in your department. Please refer to  (Page 25) “Specialized 
Subjects” and the online syllabi and instructors in charge. 

 Minor Subjects 

When taking the “Lecture/Research Projects” of other department, be sure to obtain permission from the 
instructor in charge of the subject beforehand and submit the “Study Planning Sheet”. Please check 

  (Page 25) “Specialized Subjects” and the online syllabi for more details. Regarding the class 
attendance and others, please consult with the instructor in charge. 

In case of opting for the Elective Programs, refer to  (Page 23) “Elective Programs” and the 
syllabi on our website before registration. 

It is possible to attend  (Page 27) “Minor Subjects in Pharmaceutical Sciences” 
(Page 28) “Subject in Cooperative Course” as well. 

Subject Credits 
Example of Academic Year  

 Common Core Subjects 
 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 Research Seminar for Doctoral degree 

---------  
---------  
----------------------  

  Specialized Subjects 

Major Subjects  Lecture/Research Projects (Major)

Research Projects and Practices (Major ) 
1  

Minor Subject 1  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ) , 
Elective Program, Or Subject in Cooperative Course 

2  

Minor Subject 2  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ) 
 Elective Program, Minor Subject in Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Or Subject in Cooperative Course 
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 Clinical Specialist Course (Medicine) 
Outline of the Course 

,  

Clinical Specialist Course: Acquiring high clinical skills and ability to understand and conduct clinical 
studies are the main goals of this course. Students are required to study patient diagnosis, to be able to 
conduct it from a holistic perspective and to conduct clinical research ability from an international 
perspective. In line with the concept of a “Medical Specialist” system established recently, this course is 
designed to help students to prepare themselves toward a specialist as well.  

Students are required to take as Common Core Subjects “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences -
Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Clinical Research & Preventive medicine” 
together with Specialized Subjects. Besides Major Subjects, students can seek guidance from other 
departments or take the elective programs as Minor Subjects. This will help students to benefit from a more 
extensive and inter-disciplinary. 

Following departments join the course. 
“Cardiovascular Medicine”, “Cardiovascular Surgery”, “Anesthesiology and Resuscitology”, “Emergency, 

Critical Care and Disaster Medicine”, “Neuropsychiatry”, “Neurology”, “Pediatrics (Child Neurology)”, 
“Neurological Surgery”, “Nephrology, Rheumatology, Endocrinology and Metabolism”, “Gastroenterology 
and Hepatology”, “Dermatology”, “Pediatrics”, “Obstetrics and Gynecology”, “Urology”, “General Thoracic 
Surgery and Breast and Endocrinological Surgery”, “Radiology”, “Otolaryngology”, “Ophthalmology”, 
“Orthopaedic Surgery”, “Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery”, “Public Health”, “Epidemiology”, “General 
Medicine”, “Longevity and Social Medicine” 

   Planning for Registration 

Discuss with your supervisor and seek advice about the subjects you are planning to take and how to make 
a “Study Planning Sheet” (a specified form), and submit to the Administrative office before the specified due 
date.  

   Registration 

The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. 
Take the Common Core Subjects as illustrated in the table below. As for the Specialized Subjects, take 4 

credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of “Research Projects and Practices” in your department, 
and 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” from other department, the elective programs or “Subject in 
Cooperative Course”. 
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 Common Core Subjects 

Take classes after checking  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the online syllabi. 
Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 

 Major Subjects 

As Major subjects, you are required to take 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of 
“Research Projects and Practices” in your department. Please refer to  (Page 25) “Specialized 
Subjects” and the online syllabi and instructors in charge. 

Minor Subjects 

 
When taking the “Lecture/Research Projects” of other department, be sure to obtain permission from the 

instructor in charge of the subject beforehand and submit the “Study Planning Sheet”. Please check 
  (Page 25) “Specialized Subjects” and the online syllabi for more details. Regarding the class 

attendance and others, please consult with the instructor in charge. 
In case of opting for the Elective Programs, refer to  (Page 23) “Elective Programs” and the 

syllabi on our website before registration. It is possible to attend  (Page 28) “Subject in 
Cooperative Course” as well. 

Subject Credits 
Example of Academic Year  

 Common Core Subjects 
 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 
Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Clinical 
Research & Preventive medicine 

 Research Seminar for Doctoral degree 

---------  
---------  

----------------------  
  Specialized Subjects 

Major Subjects  Lecture/Research Projects (Major)

Research Projects and Practices (Major) 
1  

  
Minor Subject 1  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ), Elective Program 

   Or Subject in Cooperative Course 
2  

  
Minor Subject 2  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ), Elective Program 

   Or Subject in Cooperative Course 
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 Clinical Specialist Course (Dentistry) 
Outline of the Course 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clinical Specialist Course: Acquiring high clinical skills and ability to understand and conduct clinical 

studies are the main goals of this course. Students are required to study patient diagnosis, to be able to 
conduct it from a holistic perspective and to conduct clinical research ability from an international 
perspective. In line with the concept of a “Medical Specialist” system established recently, this course is 
designed to help students to prepare themselves toward a specialist qualification as well.  
Students are required to take “Designing Clinical Research Workshop”, which is conducted separately and 
Specialized Subjects as a part of the curriculum. By receiving guidance from other department or taking 
the elective programs as a Minor Subject, students can benefit from a more extensive and inter-disciplinary 
studies. 

Following departments join the course. 
“Operative Dentistry”, “Periodontal Science”, “Oral Rehabilitation and Regenerative Medicine”, “Occlusal 

and Oral Functional Rehabilitation”, “Orthodontics”, “Oral and Maxillofacial Reconstructive Surgery”, “Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery and Biopathology”, “Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology”, “Oral Health”, “Pediatric 
Dentistry”, “Dental Anesthesiology and Special Care Dentistry”, “Comprehensive Dentistry” 
*This “Clinical Specialist Course (Dentistry)” is only available, in principle, for students who have a dental 
license permitted by the Ministries of Japan. 
 
   Planning for Registration 

 
Discuss with your supervisor and seek advice about the subjects you are planning to take and on how 

to make a “Study Planning Sheet” (a specified form), and submit to the Administrative office before the 
specified due date.  

 

   Registration  

 

 
The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. 
Take the Common Core Subjects as illustrated in the table below. As for the Specialized Subjects, take 

“Lecture/Research Projects/Practices” in your department and “Lecture/Research Projects” from other 
department, “Elective Programs” or “Subject in Cooperative Course”. 
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   Common Core Subjects 

 
Take classes after checking  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the online syllabi. 
Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 

 

 Major Subjects 

 
As Major subjects, you are required to take “Lecture/Research Projects/Practices” in your department. 

Please refer to  (Page 26) “Specialized Subjects” and the online syllabi and instructors in charge. 
 

 Minor Subjects 

 

 
When taking the “Lecture/Research Projects” of other department, be sure to obtain permission from 

the instructor in charge of the subject beforehand and submit the “Study Planning Sheet”. Please check 
 (Page 25) “Specialized Subjects” and the online syllabi for more details. Regarding the class 

attendance and others, please consult with the instructor in charge. 
In case of opting for the Elective Programs, refer to   (Page 23)“Elective Programs” and the 

syllabi on our website before registration. It is possible to attend  (Page 28) “Subject in 
Cooperative Course” as well. 

 

 Combined Study with Basic and Clinical Sciences (Dentistry) 

 
When taking the “Combined Study” with basic and clinical sciences in Dentistry, you are able to take 4 
credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” held in the department of the “Combined Study”, as minor subjects. 
Regarding the “Combined study” and the class attendance, please consult with instructor in charge. 

 
Subject 

 
Credits 

 
Example of Academic Year  

 
 Common Core Subjects 

 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 Research Seminar for Doctoral degree 

 
 
 
 

 
---------  
---------  
----------------------  

  Specialized Subjects 
1  

Major Subject 1  Lecture/Research Projects/Practices  (Major) 
2  

Major Subject 2   Lecture/Research Projects/Practices  (Major) 
  

   
Minor-Subject  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ), Elective Program 

                 Or Subject in Cooperative Course 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
----------------------------------  
 
----------------------------------  
 
---------  
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 =  
Cancer Professional Course (Medicine) =Oncologist Training Course 

Outline of the Course 

 

 
Cancer Professional Course: the purpose of this course is to provide education leading to acquire skills 

for oncology researches for future contribution to develop and maintain quality controls for cancer 
treatment throughout Japan including remote population. 

         Students are required to take a common curriculum of medical and co-medical, and take part in 
practices for multi-disciplinary-team-medical care. 

 

   Planning for Registration 

 

http://www.chushiganpro.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/  
Discuss with your academic supervisor and seek advice about how to make a “Study Planning Sheet” 

(specified form) and subjects you are planning to take. Submit the form to the Administrative office before 
the specified due date.  

Subjects that need to be taken in this course have been determined by the “Mid-West Japan Cancer 
Professional Education Consortium”. (See http://www.chushiganpro.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/) 
 

   Registration 

 
The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. See the table below for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Subject 

 
Credits 

 
Example of Academic Year  

 
 Common Core Subjects 

 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

   Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree 
 

 
Management and Treatment of Malignant Tumors, Medical Ethics and Legal and 
Economic Issues, Medical Communication Skill, Team Oncology Practice, 
Medical Informatics 

 
 
 
 
 

 
---------  

 
---------------------  
---------  

 

 
Cancer Basic Science/ Clinical Pharmacology, Cancer Clinical Laboratory / 
Pathological Diagnosis / Radiological Diagnosis, Organ-specific Cancer 
Management, Palliative Care 

 
 

 
---------  

 
  Practice of Medical Oncology  

Practice of Medical Oncology  
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   Common Core Subjects 

 

 
Take classes after checking (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the online syllabi.  
"Specialized Research" is treated in the same way as "Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree" of the 

Common Core Subjects. 
Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 

 
 Common Core Subjects (other subjects) 
  

 
All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined. Please check syllabi on the Web 

to take classes.   
 

   Common Oncology Specialist Subjects 
  

 
        All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined. Please check syllabi on the Web 

to take classes.  
 

   Medical Oncology Specialist Subjects 
 

 
         Students need to take the Medical Oncology Specialist Subjects that are determined for each course of 

study. 
         Read the syllabi on the website for the “Practice of Medical Oncology” and talk with the instructor in 

charge of your course and the supervisor of your department before registration. 
 

   Registration Booklet 

 
Registration Booklet will be distributed to all students to record their attendance at the “Cancer 

Professional Course”. Read the instructions on how to use it to manage your schedule for obtaining credits.  
 

   Class Schedule 

   

 

    
Class schedules are posted in syllabi on the website of the graduate school titled “Notice from the 

Administrative office for Doctoral Course students”. The information is updated, if any changes are made. 
Please make sure to check before attending your classes. 

The syllabi for the following academic year are posted at the end of March every year. Please be sure 
to check those to confirm how to take classes. (See http://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/tp/life/syllabus_link.html)
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=  

Cancer Professional Course (Pharmaceutical Sciences)  = Pharmaceutical oncologist training course 
 

Outline of the Course 

 

 
“Cancer Professional Course” is intended for students holding a license of a pharmacist and working 

experience and designed to enable them to acquiring skills for understanding and conducting clinical and 
translational oncology researches, and to be able to contribute to developing and maintaining quality 
controls for cancer treatment throughout Japan including remote populations.  

Students are required to take a common curriculum of medical and co-medical, and take part in practices 
for multi-disciplinary-team-medical care. 

 

   Planning for Registration 

 

http://www.chushiganpro.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/  
Discuss with your academic supervisor and seek advice about how to make a “Study Planning Sheet” 

(specified form) and subjects you are planning to take. Submit the form to the Administrative office before 
the specified due date.  

Subjects that need to be taken in this course have been determined by the “Mid-West Japan Cancer 
Professional Education Consortium”. (See http://www.chushiganpro.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/) 
 

   Registration  

 
The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. See the table below for details. 

 
Subject 

 
Credits 

 
Example of Academic Year  

 
 Common Core Subjects 

 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 
Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Clinical 
Research and Preventive Medicine 

   Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree 
 

 
Management and Treatment of Malignant Tumors, Medical Ethics and Legal and 
Economic Issues, Medical Communication Skill, Team Oncology Practice, 
Medical Informatics 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
---------  

 
 
 
 
---------------------  
---------  

 

 
Cancer Basic Science/ Clinical Pharmacology, Cancer Clinical Laboratory / 
Pathological Diagnosis / Radiological Diagnosis, Organ-specific Cancer 
Management, Palliative Care 

 
 

 
---------  
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   Common Core Subjects 

 
 

Decide for appropriate lectures after reading  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the 
online syllabi. 

"Specialized Research" is treated in the same way as "Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree" of the 
Common Core Subjects. 

Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 
 

 
 Common Core Subjects (other subjects) 
  

All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined. Please check syllabi on the Web 
to take classes.   

 
   Common Oncology Specialist Subjects 
  

 
        All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined. Please check syllabi on the Web 

to take classes.  
 

   Medical Oncology Specialist Subjects 

 
All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined. Please check syllabi on the Web 

to take classes.  
 

   Registration Booklet 

 
Each student would receive a Registration Booklet to record their attendance at the “Cancer 

Professional Course”. Read the instructions inside on how to use it to manage your schedule for obtaining 
credits.  

 
   Class Schedule   

   

 
Subject

 
Credits 

 
Example of Academic Year 

 

 
Clinical Training in Cancer Boards 

 
Potential Adverse Reactions in Cancer Chemotherapy 

 
Protocol Management in Cancer Chemotherapy 

 
Supportive Therapy in Cancer Chemotherapy 

 
Individual Cancer Chemotherapy  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
---------  
---------  
 
---------  
 
---------  
 
---------  
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Class schedules are posted in syllabi on the website of the graduate school titled “Notice from the 
Administrative office for Doctoral Course students”. The information is updated, if any changes are made. 
Please make sure to check before attending your classes. 

The syllabi for the following academic year are posted at the end of March every year. Please be sure to 
check those to take classes.  

Refer to https://kyomu.adm.okayama-u.ac.jp/Portal/Public/Syllabus/SearchMain.aspx  

11



 Molecular Imaging Science Course 
Outline of the Course 

 

 
Molecular Imaging Science Course aims to train a new generation of researchers, bearing biological and 

advanced molecular imaging methods for application to basic, translational and clinical research.  
The specialized curriculum emphasizes the development of molecular imaging for medical sciences and 

includes didactic training focusing on relevant molecular biology and research methodology coursework, 
instruction in advanced imaging methods, an individualized research program focusing on basic, 
translational, or clinical interdisciplinary research and experience in advanced methods of nuclear, 
radiographic, optical and magnetic resonance imaging/spectroscopy. This course is designed with an 
emphasis on skill acquisition regarding molecular imaging science. 

 

   Planning for Registration 

 
Discuss with your supervisor and seek advice about the subjects you are planning to take and how to 

make a “Study Planning Sheet” (a specified form), and submit to the Administrative office before the 
specified due date.  

 

   Registration  

 

 
The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. 
Take the Common Core Subjects as illustrated in the table below. As for the Specialized Subjects, take 4 

credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 4 credits of “Research Projects and Practices” in your department, 
and 8 credits of Specialized Subjects of “Molecular Imaging Science”. 

 
 

 

 

 
Subject 

 
Credits 

 
Example of Academic Year  

 
 Common Core Subjects 

 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 Research Seminar for Doctoral degree 

 
 
 
 

 
---------  
---------  
----------------------  

  Specialized Subjects 
 

Major Subjects  Lecture/Research Projects (Major) 
 

Research Projects and Practices (Major) 
 

Specialized Subjects of “Molecular Imaging Science” 
 

Molecular Imaging Science (Lecture and Research Projects) 
  

(Research Projects and Practices) 
 

The Science Academy of Positron Emission Tomography 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
---------  
 
 
 

 
 
---------  
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 Common Core Subjects 

 
Take classes after checking  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the online syllabi. We 

offer 15 unique classes for the molecular imaging science lecture series in “Introduction of Basic Medical 
Sciences”. These lectures are recommended for the Molecular Imaging Science Course.  

Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 
 
 Major Subjects 

 
As Major subjects, you are required to take 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 4 credits of 

“Research Projects and Practices” in your department. Please refer to  (Page 25) “Specialized 
Subjects” and the online syllabi and instructors in charge. 

 
  

Specialized Subjects of “Molecular Imaging Science” 

 
As Specialized Subjects of “Molecular Imaging Science”, you are required to take 2 credits of Molecular 

Imaging Science (Lecture/Research Projects), 4 credits of “Research Projects and Practices” and 2 credits of 
“The Science Academy of Positron Emission Tomography”. Please check syllabi on the Web to take classes. 
Please refer to the online syllabi and instruction below. 

 

 

OMIC  

OMIC

  
Those who wish to choose “Molecular Imaging Science Course” or take the subjects “Molecular Imaging 

Science (Lecture and Research Projects) or (Research Projects and Practices)” should consult with their 
academic supervisors beforehand and obtain permission from the following coordinators. 

Academic and Student Affairs Office, Pharmacy Department 
   Conducted by the Laboratory of Biofunctional Analysis, OMIC, etc. 

Professor Eiji Matsuura, Research Center for Neutron Science and Technology (RCNSM)  
 In relation to human resource development in the OMIC project, Okayama Medical 

Innovation Center (OMIC) plays a central role. 

 
Regarding the subjects related to the "Molecular Imaging Science Program 

  

"Molecular Imaging Lecture Series" as lectures of "Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences” 
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In Basic Research Methodology, 15 lectures on "Molecular Imaging Science" are offered in 90 minutes as 
"Molecular Imaging Lecture Series". These lectures are recommended for graduate students taking this 
course. Attendance will be counted in the same way as in the “Introduction of Basic/Clinical Medical 
Sciences". Please check the online syllabi for more details. 

https://kyomu.adm.okayama-u.ac.jp/Portal/Public/Syllabus/SearchMain.aspx  

 
Regarding the subjects "Molecular Imaging Science (Lecture and Research Projects)" and "Molecular 
Imaging Science (Research Projects and Practices) " 

OMIC

These subjects are " Lecture and Research Projects " and "Research Projects and Practices" related to 
molecular imaging science, which are actually conducted in relation to human resource development in 
OMIC projects. 

  General Procedures 

.  

.  

.  

.  
1. Fill in the required information on the Study Planning Sheet and submit it to the office in charge by the

designated date.
2. The office in charge will notify the coordinator of the students who will take the subject.
3. Students are required to consult with their academic supervisor and the coordinator on how to take the

subject.
4. The office in charge will make a request to the coordinator regarding the evaluation.

 
Regarding Education and Training for Radiation Workers 

Students who choose this course are required to undergo education and training for radiation 
workers. In case of using the facilities at the Shikata campus, please take the training at the Shikata 
Laboratory, Department of Radiation Research, Advanced Science Research Center, Okayama 
University. 
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 General Practitioner Academic GP Course 
Outline of the Course 

EBM

 
This course aims to perform clinical research that is directly linked to wide-ranged diseases for general 

medicine and comprehensive medical care. The study subjects are derived from common clinical inquiries 
and the subjects can be extended to problem-solving learning for the clinical research. The results will be 
developed into novel clinical evidence for the general practitioners. This course setting also intends to train 
clinical and medical educators who are able to perform cross-sectional and integrative clinical researches 
such as diagnostic medicine, therapeutic medicine, public health, ethics and social medicine. 

 

  Planning for Registration 

 
Discuss with your supervisor and seek advice about the subjects you are planning to take and how to 

make a “Study Planning Sheet” (a specified form). Submit it to Administrative office before the specified due 
date.  

 

  Credits Necessary for Graduation 

 

 
The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. 
Take the Common Core Subjects as illustrated in the table below. As for the Specialized Subjects, take 4 

credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of “Research Projects and Practices” in your department. 

 
Subject 

 
Credits 

 
Example of Academic Year  

 
 Common Core Subjects 

 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree 
 
 

Academic GP Core Subjects 

 
Integrated course of General medicine, Problem learning, 
Infection, Elderly care and Palliative care, and Oriental medicine 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
---------  
---------  
----------------------  
 
 
 
---------------------------------  
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Common Core Subjects 

 
Take classes after checking  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects”. Check the syllabus on our 

website.  
Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/ 

 
Academic GP Core Subjects 

  

 
All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined as an integrated course. This 

subject includes the contexts of General medicine, Problem learning, Infection, Elderly care and Palliative 
care, and Oriental medicine. Please check syllabi on the Web to take classes. 
 

Major Subjects 

 
As Major subjects, you are required to take 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of 

“Research Projects and Practices” in your department. Please check syllabi on the Web to take classes.  
 

Minor Subjects 

 

 
When taking the “Lecture/Research Projects” of other department, be sure to obtain permission from the 

instructor in charge of the subject beforehand and submit the “Study Planning Sheet”. Please check the 
online syllabi to take classes. Regarding the class attendance and others, please consult with the instructor 
in charge. 

In case of opting for the elective programs, refer to  (Page 23) “Elective Programs” and the 
syllabi on our website before registration. It is possible to attend  (Page 28) “Subject in 
Cooperative Course” as well. 

  

   

Subject 
 

Credits 
Example of Academic Year  

 
  Specialized Subjects 

 
Major Subjects  Lecture/Research Projects  (Major) 

 
Research Projects and Practices (Major ) 

1  
   

Minor Subject 1  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ), Elective Program 
                 Or Subject in Cooperative Course 

2  
  

Minor Subject 2  Lecture/Research Projects(Other department ), Elective Program 
Or Subject in Cooperative Course
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  Clinical Artificial Intelligence (AI) Course 

Outline of the Course 

“Clinical AI course” is designed to help students acquire research skills and strategies for development of 
artificial intelligence (AI) in the field of clinical and medical sciences.  

Students are required to take as Common Core Subjects “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences -
Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Clinical Research & Preventive medicine” together 
with Specialized Subjects. The specialized subjects are designed to help students acquire research skills and 
strategies for development of AI in the field of clinical and medical sciences. This course setting also intends 
to train clinical and medical educators who are able to connect medical science with business.  

   Planning for Registration 

Discuss with your supervisor and seek advice regarding the subjects you are planning to take and how to 
make a “Study Planning Sheet” (specified form), and submit to the Administrative office before the specified 
due date.  

   Credits Necessary for Graduation 

The total number of credits required to complete the course is 30 credits. 
Take the Common Core Subjects as illustrated in the table below. As for the Specialized Subjects, take 6 

credits of Specialized Subjects of Clinical AI course” and 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 
credits of “Research Projects and Practices” in your department. 

Subject Credits 
Example of Academic Year  

 Common Core Subjects 
 Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 
 Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 Research Seminar for Doctoral degree 

---------  
---------  
----------------------  

  Specialized Subjects 
 

 
 Medical AI Specialized Subjects 1 

 Medical AI-elective program 
 

 

Medical AI Specialized Subjects 2 
 Elective Program or Medical AI-elective program 

---------  

---------  

17



 

 

 

 

 

 Common Core Subjects 

 
Take classes after checking  (Page 19) “Common Core Subjects” and the online syllabi.  
Refer to https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/class-info/

 
 Medical AI Specialized Subjects 

  

 
All the subjects required to be taken in this course are predetermined as an integrated course. This 

subject includes the contexts of Medical AI Specialized Subjects 1 and 2. Please check syllabi on the Web to 
take classes. 

 

  Field training 

 
As Major subjects, you are required to take 4 credits of “Lecture/Research Projects” and 8 credits of 

“Research Projects and Practices” in your department. Please refer to  (Page 25) “Specialized 
Subjects” and the online syllabi and instructors in charge. 

 

 Field training 
 

Major Subjects  Lecture/Research Projects (Major) 
 

Research Projects and Practices (Major) 
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  Class Registration 

 
   Common Core Subjects 

  
 “Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences” and “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences” 

 
Students are required to take the number of lectures necessary for the credits of “Introduction of Basic 

Medical Sciences” and “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences” as specified below. You are encouraged 
to study required subjects during the first year. Otherwise, you should take the rest number of classes in 
the second year and thereafter. 
                                                                                                      
   Attendances Required by Each Course 

  
Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences 

 
Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences 

 
 

General Course 
Molecular Imaging Science Course 

5  
25 lectures or more (5 credits) 

4  
20 lectures or more (4 credits) 

 
Clinical Specialist Course (Medicine); 

3  
15 lectures or more (3 credits) 

 
 

Take “Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, 
Biostatistics and Clinical Research & Preventive 
medicine” 

* refer to (2) 

Cancer Professional Course 
(Pharmaceutical Sciences) 

5  
25 lectures or more (5 credits) 

 
 

Take “Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, 
Biostatistics and Clinical Research & Preventive 
medicine” 

* refer to (2) 

Cancer Professional Course 
(Medicine) 

 
Clinical Specialist Course (Dentistry) 

2  
10 lectures or more (2 credits) 

2  
10 lectures or more (2 credits) 

 
Academic GP Course 

 
Clinical Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) course 

4  
20 lectures or more (4 credits) 

4  
20 lectures or more (4 credits) 

 
Schedule and syllabi are posted on the website. Be sure to check them before attending the class. 

Information on cancellation of classes or changes of classrooms will also be posted. 
 

 
https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/current-students-graduates/doctor/ 

Website: Education For Doctoral Course Students 
https://www.mdps.okayama-u.ac.jp/en/education/phd/ 
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    Accreditation of Credits 
 

 

 
POSGRA POSGRA PDF

 
POSGRA ID  

 
Be sure to bring the “Attendance Card” (a format is included at the end of this handbook) when attending 

classes and receive a stamp from the lecturer at the end of the class. After taking all the necessary lectures, 
you are supposed to submit the “Attendance Card” to the Administrative Office before the specified due date. 
(Make a copy for yourself and submit the original one to the Administrative Office.)  

Students who attend remote lectures (offered through POSGRA, etc.) are required to print out a PDF file 
of their attendance history downloaded from POSGRA and submit it along with a completed " Attendance 
Card" to the Academic Affairs Office. Please note that your student's (Okada) ID and password are required 
to log in to POSGRA. 

        Students are supposed to respond to the instructions of lecturers using the “Answer Question Sheet”. 
 

  
Lectures and Conferences Held on/off Campus as Classes of “Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences” and 
“Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences” 

 

 
        Lectures and academic conferences held on/off campus are considered as classes of “Introduction of 

Basic Medical Sciences” and “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences”, and counted for the unit 
accreditation. Therefore, receive a sign from the organizer on the “Attendance Card”, when you attend them. 
A form is included at the end of this handbook. Up to five such lectures can be counted for the required 
classes of the “Introduction of Basic Medical Sciences” and “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences”. 

 

 
 

 
     Schedule of lectures held on campus will be notified to each department when it is decided. After 

attending the lecture, be sure to ask the lecturer to sign or stamp on the your “Attendance Card”. The 
specified form is included at the end of this handbook. 

 

 
 

 
Lectures and conferences held off campus can be considered as the classes only if your supervisor 

approves. After attending, obtain the signature of your supervisor on the “Attendance Card”. The 
specified form is included at the end of this handbook. 

 

 
 

 
Special lectures held by Okayama Medical Association and lectures by the winner of the Okayama 

Medical Association Award can be considered as the classes of the “Introduction of Basic Medical 
Sciences”. When you attend any of those, obtain signature on “Attendance Card” at the reception. Check 
the website frequently to be sure of any schedules. 
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“Methods for Basic Pharmaceutical Science” and “Methods for Applied Pharmaceutical Science 
Research” 

 
 

 
        You can also take the subjects of “Methods for Basic Pharmaceutical Science” and “Methods for Applied 

Pharmaceutical Science Research” offered by the Pharmaceutical Sciences Division of Doctoral Course of 
Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, as the classes of “Introduction of Basic 
Medical Sciences” and “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences”, respectively. Confirm the details of 
schedules and classes of your interest on the website. 

        When you attend those classes, obtain the lecturer’s signature on “Attendance Card” at the class. 
 

  
“Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences -Introduction to Medical Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and 
Clinical Research and Preventive medicine” 

 
  
  

        Students who take a course below need to study “Introduction of Clinical Medical Sciences -Introduction 
to Medical Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Clinical Research & Preventive medicine”, which are provided as 
intensive seminars on Saturdays from April through September.  

      The seminar schedule/syllabi are posted on the website. Please confirm them before taking a seminar. 
 Clinical Specialist Course (Medicine) 
 Cancer Professional Course (Pharmaceutical Sciences) 

 

  
Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree 

 
“Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree” is held in summer and autumn, in which Doctoral course students 

present papers related to their research. Students in the first and second year of the doctoral course are 
required to attend it. As shown at the table on the next page, credits for “Research Seminar for Doctoral 
Degree” will be awarded by attending at least the required number of seminars in which one presentation 
is made. 
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Course 

 
 

 
General Course 
Clinical Specialist Course 
(Medicine); 
Molecular Imaging Science 
Course 

 
Clinical Specialist Course 
(Dentistry) 

 
 
 

Cancer Professional Course 
(Pharmaceutical Sciences) 
Academic GP Course 
Clinical Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) course 

 
Cancer Professional Course 
(Medicine) 

 
Credit     

 
 

How to 
Attend 

 
Total of 6 times or more, 
including 1 presentation 

 

 

 
[Medicine] One time before the 
end of the Doctoral course/ 
degree application 
[Dentistry] One time during the 
last year 
[Pharmaceutical Sciences] One time 
before the end of the Doctoral 
course/degree application 

 
Total of 6 times or more, 
including 1 presentation 

 
Students in their first/second 
year are required to attend 
“Designing Clinical Research 
Workshop”. 

 
 

As a general rule, the 
presentation should be made 
during the last year 

 
Total of 4 times or more, 
including 1 presentation 

 
Total of 5 times or more, 
including 1 presentation 

 
 

 
Please check the website for the schedule of the “Research Seminar for Doctoral Degree”, presentation 

guidelines, and how to register for the seminar. 
 

 
 

It is desirable that students attend the seminar every year from the first through third year. If, under 
certain unavoidable circumstances, attendance could not be completed within 3 years period, it is 
required that you do so before the completion. 
 

 

 
For dentistry students: Attend a seminar twice or more per year, including one class in which your 

supervisor belongs and one seminar that is related to your research. Before the completion of the Doctoral 
course, you are required to give a presentation once (during your last grade). The requirement is a total 
of 6 attendances or more.  

 

 
Confirmation Numbers of Attendance 

Gmail
 

Students are required to show their student ID card at the office in charge to confirm their numbers of 
attendance. Those who cannot come to the university are advised to confirm through their departments. 
Students who wish to inquire by e-mail should use Okayama University Gmail, which is issued by the 
university. Attach a scanned copy of student ID card for personal identification to the inquiry email. 
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 Elective Programs 

 
 

      The graduate school has established the elective programs below, in order to address “modern medical 
issue”. Those students who are enrolled in the courses below can take these classes. 

      Please note that these classes are subject to change depending on the year. 
 

 Elective Programs in 2022 

 Subjects  
Credit 

Note 

  
Lecture: Cerebral stroke  

 
Scheduled to start. Check the syllabus 
before taking the classes. 

  
Lecture: Myocardial infarction  

  
Lecture: Metabolic syndrome   

  
Lecture: Anti-aging (Medicine)   

  
Lecture: Elderly Healthcare   

  
Emerging Sciences for Oral Care, Eating & Swallowing, and Nutrition 

  

  
Basic Statistics for Health Research   

  
Applied Social Epidemiology   

 
Presentation at International Conference 1   

 
International conferences held outside 
Japan 

 
Presentation at International Conference 2   

International conference held in Japan 

 
Medical Research Internship  

 
Consult with the administrative officer 
through your supervisor 

 
Dental Research Internship   

 
Regarding “Presentation at International Conference 1 and 2”, no more than 2 credits can be counted in the 
mandatory number of credits for course completion. 

 
Regarding “Medical and Dental Research Internship”, no more than 2 credits can be counted in the mandatory 
number of credits for course completion. 

 

  
  Students enroll in one of the following courses are required to take elective programs. 

General Course 
Clinical Specialist Course (Medicine) 
Clinical Specialist Course (Dentistry) 
Academic GP Course 
Clinical Artificial Intelligence (AI) course 
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Registration Method

“Elective programs” can be taken as Minor Subjects of the courses above. 
  If your circumstances change after the submission of the “Study Planning Sheet,” such that you are unable 
to attend and would like to change the subjects, notify the Administrative Office. 

Schedule

   The schedules are posted on the Graduate School's website ("Education"  "For Doctoral Course 
Students"  "Syllabus"). The syllabi will be revised as necessary to reflect any changes of lecture 
schedules, please be sure to check the syllabi before taking any classes. 

Syllabi for the following academic year will be released at the end of March each year, please be sure to 
check the syllabi as necessary. 

The syllabi are updated at the end of March every year to those for the following academic year. Make 
sure you have a correct schedule. 

https://kyomu.adm.okayama-u.ac.jp/Portal/Public/Syllabus/SearchMain.aspx 

  The Accreditation of Credits

Moodle MS Stream
ID  

Bring “Attendance Card for the Elective Programs” (the specified format is included at the end of this 
handbook) when attending the classes, such as “Cerebral Stroke”, “Myocardial Infarction”, “Metabolic 
Syndrome”, “Anti-Aging (Medicine)”, “Elderly Healthcare”, “Emerging Sciences for Oral Care, Eating & 
Swallowing, and Nutrition”. Be sure to receive a stamp or signature from the lecturer. And after attending 
all classes, make a copy of the attendance card for yourself and submit the original to the administrative 
office within 1 week after the last lecture. Credits will be granted after confirming your attendance. 

In case the lectures are held remotely, attendance cards are not required. Student’s system (Okadai) ID 
and password are required to login the e-learning platforms such as Moodle or MS Teams when attending 
online classes.

24



  Subjects and Curriculum
 Specialized Subjects (General Course, Clinical Specialist Course (Medicine))

Division Class Subjects
Lecture and

Research
Projects

Lecture and
Research
Projects

Research
Projects and

Practicals

Research
Projects and

Practicals
Division Class Subjects

Lecture and
Research
Projects

Lecture and
Research
Projects

Research
Projects and

Practicals

Research
Projects and

Practicals

Cytology and Histology 2 2 4 4 Cell Biology 2 2 4 4

Human Morphology 2 2 4 4 Otolaryngology 2 2 4 4

Cardiovascular Physiology 2 2 4 4 Ophthalmology 2 2 4 4

Molecular Biology and Biochemistry 2 2 4 4 Orthopaedic Surgery 2 2 4 4

Cardiovascular Medicine 2 2 4 4 Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 2 2 4 4

Cardiovascular Surgery 2 2 4 4 Biochemistry and Molecular Dentistry 2 2 4 4

Anesthesiology and Resuscitology 2 2 4 4 Oral Morphology 2 2 4 4

Emergency, Critical Care and Disaster Medicine 2 2 4 4 Biomaterials 2 2 4 4

Pharmacology 2 2 4 4 Operative Dentistry 2 2 4 4

Dental Pharmacology 2 2 4 4 Oral Function and Anatomy 2 2 4 4

Toxicology 2 2 4 4 Oral Physiology 2 2 4 4

Health Chemistry 2 2 4 4 Oral Rehabilitation and Regenerative Medicine 2 2 4 4

Personalized Medicine & Preventive Healthcare Science 2 2 4 4 Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orrthopedics 2 2 4 4

Functional bioinformation 2 2 4 4 Oral and Maxillofacial Reconstructive Surgery 2 2 4 4

A
Medicinal Pharmacology A 2 2 4 4 Occlusal and Oral Functional Rehabilitation 2 2 4 4

Medicinal Pharmacology B 2 2 4 4 Dental Anesthesiology and Special Care Dentistry 2 2 4 4

Medical Neurobiology 2 2 4 4 Bacteriology 2 2 4 4

Cellular Physiology 2 2 4 4 Virology 2 2 4 4

Biochemistry 2 2 4 4 Microbiology 2 2 4 4

Regenerative Science 2 2 4 4 Pediatric Dentistry 2 2 4 4

Neuropsychiatry 2 2 4 4 Sanitary Microbiology 2 2 4 4

Neurology 2 2 4 4 Structural Biology 2 2 4 4

Neurological Surgery 2 2 4 4 Bioethics 2 2 4 4

Pathology and Experimental Medicine 2 2 4 4 Epidemiology 2 2 4 4

Cell Chemistry 2 2 4 4 Public Health 2 2 4 4

Gastroenterology and Hepatology 2 2 4 4 Legal Medicine 2 2 4 4

Nephrology, Rheumatology, Endocrinology and Metabolism 2 2 4 4 Medical Informatics 2 2 4 4

Pediatrics 2 2 4 4 General Medicine 2 2 4 4

Pediatrics (Child Neurology) 2 2 4 4 Longevity and Social Medicine 2 2 4 4

Dermatology 2 2 4 4 Comprehensive Dentistry 2 2 4 4

Urology 2 2 4 4 Oral Health 2 2 4 4

Obstetrics and Gynecology 2 2 4 4 Dental Informatics 2 2 4 4

Oral Pathology and Medicine 2 2 4 4

Periodontal Science 2 2 4 4

Pathology and Oncology 2 2 4 4

Immunology 2 2 4 4

Tumor Microenviroment 2 2 4 4

Molecular Oncology 2 2 4 4

General Thoracic Surgery and Breast and Endocrinological Surgery 2 2 4 4

Hematology, Oncology and Respiratory Medicine 2 2 4 4

Radiology 2 2 4 4

Gastroenterological Surgery 2 2 4 4

Clinical Genomic Medicine 2 2 4 4

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and Biopathology 2 2 4 4

Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 2 2 4 4

Clinical Pharmacology and Pharmacy 2 2 4 4

Clinical Pharmaceutics and Pharmacokinetics 2 2 4 4

Clinical Evaluation and Development of Pharmaceuticals A 2 2 4 4

Clinical Evaluation and Development of Pharmaceuticals B 2 2 4 4

Clinical Evaluation and Development of Pharmaceuticals C 2 2 4 4

Clinical Pathophysiology, Diagnosis and Etiologic Analysis 2 2 4 4

International Infectious Diseases Control 2 2 4 4

Emergency and Disaster Pharmaceutics 2 2 4 4

 Credits

Biophysiological   Sciences
 Biopathological   Sciences 

  
Science of Functional Recovery and Reconstruction

Social  and  Environm
ental  Sciences
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Specialized Subjects (Clinical Specialist Course (Dentistry))

Department

Operative Dentistry
Advanced Adhesive Dentistry
Advanced Esthetic Dentistry

Periodontal Science

Pathophysiology of Oral Infection and Inflammation
Speciality Training of Periodontics for Periodontal Disease
and Medicine
Speciality Training of Endodontics for Pulpal and
Endodotinc Lesion

Oral Rehabilitation and
Regenerative Medicine

Advanced Prosthodontics
Oral Implantology and Regenerative Medicine
Orofacial Pain and Temporomandibular Disorders
Or0al Rehabilitation Medicine

Occlusal and Oral Functional
Rehabilitation

Advanced Denture Prsthodontics
Occlusion and TMD Therapeutics
Maxillofacial Prosthodontics
Geriatric Dentistry

Orthodontics and Dentofacial
Orrthopedics

Early orthodontic treatment
Adult orthodontics

Oral and Maxillofacial
Reconstructive Surgery

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Oral Medicine, and Oral and Maxillofacial Implantology

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
and Biopathology

Therapeutics in oral and maxillofacial surgery
Ward management of patients with oral and maxillofacial
diseases

Oral and Maxillofacial
Radiology

Oral Diagnosis & Oral Medicine
Dental Information Management

Oral Health

Evidence Based Dentistry
Clinical Preventive Dentistry
Public Health Dentistry

Pediatric Dentistry
Clinical Pediatric Dentistry
Pediatric Dentistry

Dental Anesthesiology and
Special Care Dentistry

Monitored Anesthetic Care Dentistry
Orafacial Pain and Dental Stress Management
Special Care Dentistry
Normalization Dentistry

Comprehensive Dentistry
Comprehensive Dentistry
Therapeutics of high-frequency dental diseases
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Minor Subject in Pharmaceutical Sciences (General Course)

Class Subjects

Organic Chemistry for Drug Development 

Organic Chemistry for Drug Development 

Fine Organic Design 

Fine Organic Design 

Development of Synthetic Drug

Development of Synthetic Drug

Chemistry of medicinal natural products I

Chemistry of medicinal natural products 

Pharmaceutical Analytical Science

Pharmaceutical Analytical Science

Drug/biomembrane interactions I

Drug/biomembrane interactions 

Advanced biopharmaceuticsI

Advanced biopharmaceutics

Regulation of Biological Responses 

Regulation of Biological Responses 

Physical Analysis of Biomolecules I

Physical Analysis of Biomolecules 
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Subject in Cooperative Course

Cooperation
Institute Department Subject in Cooperative

Course

National Institute of
Infectious Disease
(NIID)

Infectious Diseases
and Microbiology

National Center for
Geriatrics and
Gerontolog

Aging Medicine and
Science

PMDA
Pharmaceuticals and
Medical devices
Agency

Regulatory Science

PMDA

Practical Core of
General Medicine   

Practical Core of
Emergency, Critical
Care and Disaster
Medicine

General Surgical
Sciences in
Community
Medicine

National Cerebral
and Cardiovascular
Center

Cardiovascular
Disease

 

Osaka International
Cancer Institute,
Osaka Prefectural
Hospital
Organization

Clinical Endoscopy

Those wish to take the above lectures are supposed to consult the administrative office through your supervisor.

Okayama City
Hospital, Okayama
City General Medical
Center
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Medical AI Elective Program

Class Subjects

Medical AI Introduction

Medical AI Advanced Subject I

Medical AI Advanced Subject II

Medical AI Seminar
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Grading Criteria 

 
Grade Evaluation Method of the Doctoral Course 
 

 Grading System 

 

 
With the maximum possible score of 100 points, 60 points or more are deemed “Pass” and 59 and below 

“Failure”. Marks are shown below, however, depending on class subject, grades might be described as 
“Complete” or “Failure”. (At least 60 points are required) 

 
 Grade  Score Criteria 

A+ 90 100  
Fully achieved the goals with extremely excellent results. 

A 80 89  
Achieved the goals with excellent results. 

B 70 79  
Achieved the goals with good results. 

C 60 69   
Almost achieved the goals. 

F 0 59  
Failed to achieve the goals. 

 
  Grading Criteria 

 
Grades in the Doctoral Course of the Graduate School are based on a comprehensive evaluation of the 

examinations given at the end of each class, presentations and discussions in lectures, reports, quizzes, and 
the results of research. A score of 60 or higher is the standard for credit based on the overall evaluation. 

 
 Inquiries Regarding Grades and Others 

 

 
Students may inquire about grading methods and evaluation details to the instructors or the office in 
charge of academic affairs when there is any question about grading, etc. 
 

  
Students who fail to receive a proper response from the instructor in charge of the subject may make a 
request to the Academic Affairs Committee. 
 

  
The Academic Affairs Committee shall act to reconcile any of the above requests. 

 
Research Guidance 

 
    All graduate students, excluding those who are taking a leave of absence or studying abroad, are supposed to 

receive a one-year research guidance plan from their supervisor for each academic year. 
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Requirements for the Doctoral Degree 

Criteria for the Main Reference of the Dissertation

The main reference of the dissertation should be published (or accepted for publication) in a peer-reviewed 
scientific journal, and should be highly evaluated in a certain scientific field. Each division set special 
requirements. 

Requirements for Doctoral Dissertation (Medicine)

In principle, the applicant should be the single author of the main reference. If the following conditions are 
met, a co-authored paper will be approved as the main reference. 

 

The applicant is the first author. The number of co-authors should be reasonable for the content of the 
paper and preferably be 10 or less. If the number is 11 or more in addition to the applicant, a statement of 
the reason by the supervisor should be attached. 

 Current Contents Embase PubMed  
Journals that the main reference is to be published in should be limited to those in a European language 
that are compiled in one of “Current Contents”, “Embase” or “PubMed”. 

 
Letters of Acceptance should be attached stating that all co-authors agree to use the paper as the reference 
of the applicant’s dissertation. 

 
In case of a co-authored paper, one or more supervisors or instructors who directly provide guidance (a 
faculty of the graduate school) should be included. 

Requirements for Doctoral Dissertation (Dentistry)

, 

Applicant must assume the responsibility for his/her doctoral dissertation, for which the paper(s) has 
(have) been published or accepted for publication in an academic journal. 

A dissertation must fulfill one of the following criteria. 

 Single-authored paper 

 

Thesis based upon several papers including co-authored paper(s). The papers include at least one first-
authored paper that was published in a peer-reviewed journal. 
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The first-authored paper written in English and published in an “international academic journal”, which 

is approved by the professorate of the Dentistry Division, Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences. Or, applicant could modify the paper as a single-authored paper. One paper can 
be used only once as a doctoral dissertation, and all the co-authors must agree to the proposal. 

 
 Requirements for Doctoral Dissertation (Pharmaceutical Science) 

 

 
  Applicant must assume the responsibility for his/her Doctoral dissertation, for which the paper(s) has 
(have) been published or accepted for publication in academic journal. 
 

 

 

 
A dissertation must fulfill the following criteria. 
Thesis based upon the paper(s) including co-authored paper(s). The paper(s) includes (include) at least one 

first-authored paper that was published in a peer-reviewed journal. 
*One paper can be used only once as a doctoral dissertation, and all the co-authors must agree to the 

proposal. 
 

 Requirements for Doctoral Degree 

  
Those must have enrolled in the doctoral course for at least 4 years and have earned 30 credits or more. 
 

  
Those must have been supervised in their research. 
 

  
Those must have passed their dissertation review and final examination. 
 

 
To complete the course, the above requirements must be fulfilled. However, with regards to the duration of 

enrollment, more than three years of enrollment in the course is sufficient for those students who are admitted 
according to the “Agreement on the special course term of less than 4 years at Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University”. 
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Rules on Exception to the Period of Study (Completion of Less than 4 Years), Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University 

 

 
In accordance with Article 9 of the regulations regarding the conferral of doctoral degrees in the Graduate School 

of Medicine, Dentistry, and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University, Degree applications and examinations 
following Article 36-3 of the Graduate School Regulations of Okayama University -"Study period of three years or 
more is sufficient for those who have achieved excellent research results" shall be handled as described below. 
 

. Requirements 

  
Course term of three years or three and a half years is applicable. 
 

  
The main reference of the dissertation should fulfill the below categories. 
 

  
Single-authored or co-authored. In case of co-authored paper, the applicant must be the first author. 
 

  

 
The main reference of the dissertation must have been published in a distinguished journal in the 

English language and must have a format and content as accomplished as it needs to be as a dissertation 
work.  

The definition of “a distinguished journal” is, in principle, IF3.0 or more. If it is less than IF3.0, a 
statement of the reason should be submitted to the Education Board for review. 
 

  
In case of a co-authored paper, one or more supervisors or instructors who directly provide guidance 

(a faculty of the graduate school) should be included. 
 

. Review of the Eligibility for a Degree Application 

    

 
Applicants who meet the aforementioned requirements and wish to apply for a degree should submit the 

following documents and undergo screening for degree eligibility by the Academic Affairs Committee. 
 

 Documents to be submitted 

  Main research paper 

  
Certificate of an intended publication if the main research paper is not yet published. 
  Curriculum vitae 

  List of publications 

  Letter of recommendation by the supervisor 
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. Applications Period 

     
    The application period for degree eligibility examination shall be each of the following months below 

according to the date of degree conferment. 
 

Commencement Date 
 

Applications 
 

Scheduled Date of Screening 

September 25 February-March 

May-June  

Around May 

Around August 

March 25 August-September 

November-December 

  Around November 

    Around February 

 

 Commencement Ceremony 

 
The commencement ceremony will be held on September 25 and March 25. However, if that day falls on 

weekends or holidays, the ceremony shall be moved up to a weekday right before that day. 
 

 
  If you meet the requirements of “the special course term of less than 4 years” and wish to apply for it, please 
consult the administrative office through your supervisor. 
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Rules on Class Registration <Japanese version only> 
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8. Rules on Accreditation for Students of the Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences of Okayama University Who Have Made Presentations at International Academic Conferences 
 
Adopted by the Master’s Course Academic Affairs Committee on November 30, 2017 
Adopted by the Doctoral Course Academic Affairs Committee on December 5, 2017 
 
Article 1: Purpose 
This agreement intends to set forth necessary rules when for accreditation by the Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences (hereinafter, “the School”) to students of the School for their participation 
in international academic conferences to give presentations. 
 
Article 2: Course Names, Number of Hours and Other Requirements 
Course names, number of hours and other requirements for accreditation are as stated below. 
1. Course names and the number of credits that can be awarded are as in the table below. 

Name of Course Credits Eligible Conferences 
Presentation at International Conference 1 1 International academic conferences held outside Japan 
Presentation at International Conference 2 1 International academic conferences held in Japan 

2. One credit for Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered as equivalent to 45 hours of 
studying, including time required for presentation, preparation work and post-presentation reporting. 

3. No more than two credits can be counted in the mandatory number of credits for course completion. (It is 
possible to include two credits from either Presentation at International Conference 1 or 2 only.) There will be, 
however, no maximum limit on the number of credits one can earn from Presentation at International Conference 
courses so it is possible to repeatedly earn credits from Presentation at International Conference courses. (When 
a total of more than two credits is awarded, only two will be considered to be part of the mandatory number of 
credits for program completion.) 

4. Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered to be electives if their credits are to be 
counted as part of the mandatory number of credits for program completion. 

 
Article 3: Eligible International Academic Conferences 
International academic conferences eligible for accreditation are as indicated in the List of Academic Conferences 
Specified by the President, which is provided in the Internal Regulation for Okayama University Research Subsidy 
Program for graduate school students. The duration, location and host of the conference will not be considered. 
International academic conferences that are not specified in the aforementioned list but judged to be appropriate 
by the School may be considered eligible. 
 
Article 4: Eligible Presentations 
For a presentation to be eligible for accreditation, the following criteria must be met. As a rule, presentations 
should be given in English. 
(1) Both oral and poster presentations may be eligible. 
(2) A presentation is eligible only when the student gave it himself/herself. 
 
Article 5: Grading 
If a credit is awarded, the grade for a Presentation at International Conference course will be “Completed”. 
 
Article 6: Procedures 
Following an application from a student, the procedures defined by the School will be conducted to make decisions 
on accreditation. 
A student who wishes to earn credits must prepare supporting documents that confirm that he/she has given a 
presentation at an eligible academic conference, attach them to an Application for Accreditation and submit them 
to the Dean of the School. 
Notification of the results of such application will be made by listing them on the academic transcript of the student. 
 
Article 7: Other 
Presentations given during international academic conferences that took place on April 1, 2017 or later are 
candidates for accreditation based on this agreement. 
 
Supplementary Provision 
This agreement is effective from April 1, 2017. 
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1. Registration Guide
In order to complete a Master’s course at the Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
a student must have studied at the Graduate School for at least two years, earned 30 credits or more, carried out
his/her own research work with supervision, and passed a dissertation review and a final examination. For those 
who have made outstanding academic research achievements, however, an enrollment of one year or longer will
be considered to be sufficient.

- Medical and Dental Sciences Program (Coordinator: Prof. Oohashi Toshitaka)
This program is designed to develop professionals capable of addressing issues with their knowledge and skills 
in both areas of expertise studied in their undergraduate education and this program. The curriculum is 
composed of intensive coursework and research work. Table below lists the courses in this program. For class 
schedules, please refer to the Timetable of Classes for the Master’s Course (Medical and Dental Sciences Program) 
in the Appendix. You will carry out your research work when classes are not scheduled. Your supervising faculties 
will advise you on your research plan. Please contact the faculties in your field of study in advance to discuss your 
research schedule and plan. Course registrations are not necessary since the courses depend on your field of study. 
Upon completion, a degree of Master of Medical Science, Master of Dental Science, or Master of Philosophy shall be 
granted. 

Course List 

Course Assigned 
AY 

Note 
*Names of teaching faculty members are provided in brackets. 

Credits 
Required Elective 

Intensive Coursework 
Introduction to 
Medical and Dental Sciences  1 Postgraduate-level liberal arts course. Special lectures for career 

development support are a part of this course. (T. Oohashi) 2 

Medical Bioethics 1 (T. Awaya) 1 
Human Anatomy 1 (M. Asanuma, H. Okamura) 2 
Human Physiology 1 (K. Naruse) 2 
Biochemistry 1 (K. Takei) 2 
Pathology 1 (A. Matsukawa) 2 
Pharmacology 1 (Y. Hosono) 2 
Biomaterials 1 (T. Matsumoto) 2 
Social Medicine and Dentistry  1 (H. Kanda) 2 
Introduction to Clinical 
Medicine and Dentistry 1 (S. Toyooka) 2 

Human Gross Anatomy 1 [Human Morphology] 1 
Research Work (Credits are awarded for students’ research activities conducted under the supervision of the professors.)  

Research in Medical Sciences I 1 All medical students hoping to earn a master’s degree in Medical Sciences  
must be enrolled in these courses. (Your supervising professor) 

Medical 4 
Research in Medical Sciences II  2 Medical 4 
Research in Dental Sciences I  1 All dental students hoping to earn a master’s degree in Dental Sciences 

must be enrolled in these courses. (Your supervising professor) 
Dental 4 

Research in Dental Sciences II  2 Dental 4 
Research Work (Students actively publish and/or present their research work in these courses) 

Research Presentation in 
Molecular Medicine 1 & 2 Supervising professors: T. Oohashi, [Molecular Oncology], 

Y. Togashi, Y. Morizane, A. Hirosawa, [Cell Chemistry] 2 

Research Presentation in 
Preventive Medicine 1 & 2 Supervising professors: H. Udono, K. Kobayashi, H. Tsukahara, 

O. Matsushita, H. Morimatsu, T. Honda 2 

Research Presentation in 
Regenerative Medicine 1 & 2 Supervising professors: H. Ito, T. Ozaki, S. Kasahara, Y. Kimata, 

M. Sakaguchi, S. Toyooka, A. Nakao, T. Fujiwara 2 

Research Presentation in  
Cell and Tissue Engineering 1 & 2 Supervising professors: H. Ohuchi, [Human Morphology], A. Kamiya,  

K. Naruse 2 

Research Presentation in 
Clinical Trial 1 & 2 Supervising professors: Y. Zamami, [Urology], Y. Maeda 2 

Research Presentation in 
Clinical Informatics 1 & 2 Supervising professors: F. Ohtsuka, H. Kanda, T. Yorifuji 2 

Research Presentation in 
Neuroscience 1 & 2 Supervising professors: M. Asanuma, [Neurology], T. Takarada, K. 

Takei, I. Date, [Neuropsychiatry] 2 

Research Presentation in 
Pathophysiology 1 & 2 

Supervising professors: [Gastroenterology and Hepatology], T. Hiraki, 
M. Ando, Y. Hosono, H. Masuyama, A. Matsukawa, F. Mitsunobu, S. Miyaishi,
S. Morizane, [Pathology and Oncology], J. Wada 

2 

Research Presentation in 
Oral Functional Reconstruction 1 & 2 Supervising professors: S. Iida, K. Okamoto, T. Kuboki, T. Matsumoto,  

S. Minagi, T. Miyawaki, R. Yoshida and M. Yoshiyama 2 

Research Presentation in 
Oral Pathology 1 & 2 Supervising professors:J. Asaumi, N. Ohara, H. Okamura, [Oral and  

Maxillofacial Surgery and Biopathology], S. Takashiba, H. Nagatsuka  2 

Research Presentation in
Oral Health and Development 1 & 2 Supervising professors: H. Kamioka, S. Kubota, Y. Sawa, 

[Comprehensive Dentistry], M. Nakano, M. Morita, Y. Yanagi 2 

Presentation at International Conference 1  1 & 2 (Your supervising professor)  1 
Presentation at International Conference 2  1 & 2 (Your supervising professor) 1 

Required Credits 20 8 2
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- Public Health Program (MPH Program) (Coordinator Prof. Takashi Yorifuji) 
To address various medical issues, our modern society needs professionals with a wide range of knowledge 

and experience about public health as well as epidemiology. Further, a global perspective is required for the 
professionals to lead the society in today’s inter-connected and inter-dependent world. 

Master of Public Health (MPH) program is designed to develop research-minded medical professionals capable 
of addressing public health issues, in corporation with local medical institutions and municipal organizations. In 
accordance with the international standards of School of Public Health, we provide 21 courses including the 
following five essential areas; (a) epidemiology, (b) biostatistics, (c) environmental and occupational health, (d) 
social and behavioral sciences, and (e) healthcare management. 

Upon completion, an academic degree of Master of Public Health shall be granted. Our MPH graduates are 
actively working as community health-care professionals, welfare workers, and public health practitioners. 

 
Course List 

Course Assigned 
AY 

Note 
*Names of teaching faculty staff are provided in brackets.  

Credits 

Required Elective 
 Coursework 

[Liberal Arts Education and Introduction] 
Introduction to Medical and Dental Sciences  1 Postgraduate-level liberal arts course (T. Oohashi)  2 
Social Medicine and Dentistry 1 Social medicine as a subject of liberal art education (H. Kanda)   2 
Introduction to Public Health 1 & 2 Education course of public health in general (H. Kanda)  2 
Introduction to Research Methods 1 & 2 Education course of research methods (T. Yorifuji)  2  

[Epidemiology] 
Basic Epidemiology 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji) 2  

Applied Epidemiology 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji) 2  
[Biostatistics] 

Basic Biostatistics 1 & 2 (S. Takao) 2  

Epidemiologic and Statistical Analysis Practice I  1 & 2 (S. Takao) 2  
Epidemiologic and Statistical Analysis Practice II  1 & 2 (S. Takao)  2 

[Environmental and Occupational Health] 
Environmental and Occupational Health 1 & 2 (S. Takao) 2  

[Social and Behavioral Sciences] 
Social Epidemiology 1 & 2 (S. Takao) 2  

[Healthcare Management] 
Medical Policy 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji and J. Hamada) 2  

[Elective Subjects] 
Critical Appraisal of Scientific Papers I 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji)  2 
Critical Appraisal of Scientific Papers II 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji)  2 
Preventive Medicine 1 & 2 (H. Kanda and T.Hisamatsu)  2 
Food Poisoning Research Methods 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji)  2 
Qualitative Research Methods 1 & 2 (H. Kataoka)  2 

 Research Work (Credits are awarded for student research activities conducted under the supervision of the 
professors accepting them at their laboratories in these courses.) 
Public Health Practice I 1 (T. Yorifuji and H. Kanda) 4  
Public Health Practice II 2 (T. Yorifuji and H. Kanda) 4  
Presentation at International Conference 1 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji and H. Kanda)  1 
Presentation at International Conference 2 1 & 2 (T. Yorifuji and H. Kanda)  1 

Required credits 22 8 
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- Molecular Imaging Skill Acquisition Program (Coordinator Prof. Eiji Matsuura)
Molecular imaging technology is attracting various attention in the medical field. The objective of this

program is to acquire knowledge and skills for the innovative techniques, such as nuclear medicine imaging 
(PET, SPECT, etc.), optical imaging (fluorescence, bioluminescence), and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). 
You can have hands-on experience of translational research, drug discovery research of radiopharmaceuticals, 
and drug manufacturing including labeling techniques with radioactive substances. Eventually, you will become 
technicians who can play an active role at molecular imaging facilities of pharmaceutical companies or medical 
institutions/hospitals.  

After completing regular intensive coursework classes, you will carry out research work in the field. In 
‘Research in Molecular Imaging Science’, you will use the state-of-the-art equipment in the Okayama Medical 
Innovation Center (OMIC). In ‘Research Presentation in Molecular Imaging Science’, you will present your 
research, and participate in special lectures by faculty members of Okayama University; and of the RIKEN 
Center for Biosystems Dynamics Research (BDR), a partner of our collaborative graduate school; as well as 
several outstandingly active researchers in the field. Upon completion, an academic degree of Master of Medical 
Science, Master of Dental Science, or Master of Philosophy shall be granted.  

Course List 

Course Assigned 
AY 

Note 
*Names of teaching faculty staff are provided in brackets.

Credits 
Required Elective 

 Intensive Coursework 

Introduction to Medical and Dental 
Science 1 

Postgraduate-level liberal arts course. Special 
lectures for career development support are a part of 
this course. (T. Oohashi) 

2 

Medical Bioethics 1 (T. Awaya) 1 
Human Anatomy 1 (M. Asanuma, H. Okamura) 2 
Human Physiology 1 (K. Naruse) 2 
Biochemistry 1 (K. Takei) 2 
Pathology 1 (A. Matsukawa) 2 
Pharmacology 1 (Y. Hosono) 2 
Biomaterials 1 (T. Matsumoto) 2 
Social Medicine and Dentistry 1 (H. Kanda) 2 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine and Dentistry  1 (S. Toyooka) 2 
Human Gross Anatomy 1 [Human Morphology] 1 

 Research Work 

Research in Molecular Imaging Science I  1 Credits are awarded for student research activities 
conducted under the supervision of the professors at 
laboratory (E. Matsuura) 

4 

Research in Molecular Imaging Science II  2 4

Research Presentation in Molecular Imaging Science  1 & 2 
Students actively publish and/or present their 
research work [Special lectures related to Molecular 
Imaging Science are included] (E. Matsuura) 

2 

Presentation at International Conference 1  1 & 2 (E. Matsuura) 1 
Presentation at International Conference 2  1 & 2 (E. Matsuura) 1 

Required credits 30 

*Those who would like to enroll in the Molecular Imaging Skill Acquisition Program should contact the
following coordinator to check whether this program is available to choose or not. Students are supposed to
participate in ‘Research in Molecular Imaging Science I and II’, ‘Research Presentation Molecular Imaging
Science’ and ‘Presentation at International Conference’ under the coordinator’s supervision.

Professor Eiji Matsuura, Neutron Therapy Research Center, Okayama University 
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 Grading Criteria 
 

   Confirmation of Grades 

https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/up_load_files/jyoho-pdf/gsystem/gakumutebiki.pdf
 

 
Go to the online academic affairs system (https://kyomu.adm.okayama-u.ac.jp/Portal/) to check your 

grades. Refer to “Academic Affairs system Manual” (https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/up_load_files/jyoho-
pdf/gsystem/gakumutebiki_e.pdf) for details on how to use the system. Moreover, you can check the results 
of annual medical checkup or career-related information on the website as well. 

 
  

  The Grade Evaluation Method of the Master's Degree 
  Grading System 

 
 

 
With the maximum possible score of 100 points, 60 points or more are deemed “Pass” and 59 and 

below “Failure”. Marks are shown below, however, depending on class subject, grades might be 
described as “Complete” or “Failure”. (At least 60 points are required) 

 Grade  Score Criteria 

A+ 90 100  
Fully achieved the goals with extremely excellent results. 

A 80 89  
Achieved the goals with excellent results. 

B 70 79  
Achieved the goals with good results. 

C 60 69   
Almost achieved the goals. 

F 0 59  
Failed to achieve the goals. 

 
 Grading Criteria 

1 2

 
Formative evaluation1) and/or summative evaluation2) will be conducted for each subject in this 
Master's course. Whichever the evaluation is used, the student whose class attendance is less than 
two-thirds are not subject to evaluation. 
 

2

 
Formative evaluation*2 will be conducted for courses in which research activities by students and 
supervision given to them are eligible for credit (i.e., Research and Research Presentations). In the 
Research courses, students carry out experiments and surveys, and keep records. Faculty members 
supervise the students. In the Research Presentations courses, students give presentations on their 

49



research activities and discuss them with other students and faculty members. The supervising 
professor accepting the student at his/her laboratory will comprehensively evaluate student 
performance according to criteria such as active participation in these activities, research outcomes 
and contribution to laboratory operation (e.g., management of specimens and equipment for shared 
use). 

Based on these evaluations, more than 60 percent shall be credit criteria. 

 Remarks  

 

Formative evaluation is a range of evaluation procedures conducted by lecturers during the learning 
process to modify teaching and learning activities to improve student attainment. In addition to the 
above-mentioned evaluation items, question-and-answer for each lesson and feedback to students 
are commonly used. 

 

Summative evaluation refers to the evaluation of participants where the focus is on the outcome of an 
education program. Written examinations are commonly used. 

   Inquiries Regarding Grade Evaluation and Others 

 

Students may inquire about grading methods and evaluation details to the instructors or the office in 
charge of academic affairs when there is any question about grading, etc. 

 
Students who fail to receive a proper response from the instructor in charge of the subject may make 
a request to the Academic Affairs Committee. 

 
The Academic Affairs Committee shall act to reconcile any of the above requests. 

 Research Plan and Research Supervision 
 

All graduate students, excluding those who are taking a leave of absence or studying abroad, are supposed 
to submit their “Annual Plan and Report for Research” to the Academic Affairs Committee once a year. 

An Annual Plan and Report for Research file for each student (following the template provided below) will 
be sent to each department every May. Students shall discuss with their supervisor about the annual research 
plan and fill out their research plans. Their supervisor will then fill out the “Research Guidance Plan *For 
supervisors” field. The chief professor will thoroughly read through those and provide necessary guidance to 
the student and other supervisors. Students who have completed all of the above steps shall submit the 
“Annual Plan and Report” to the graduate school office. 
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, DENTISTRY AND PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES, OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
Annual Plan and Report for Research (Master’s Course) 

Date:                 

Student ID  
Kana 

Name 
 

Department  

Course Mater’s Course Grade  
Entrance 
Academic 

Year 

Home University / 
Department / Course (Graduation date:              ) 

Title of Research 

 
 
 

Research supervision
 

Supervisor 

Name (Occupation) 
Whether to 

Attend FD or not 
(2021 or 2022) 

Name (Occupation) 
Whether to 

Attend FD or not 
(2021 or 2022) 

Yes No Yes No

Yes No Yes No

Research Plan Description including presentations in academic conferences, papers and so on) * for students 
 

Research Guidance Plan *For supervisors 
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 Thesis 

Refer to the website for the guidelines pertaining to thesis submission. (Submission schedule, or formats, etc.)  

   Completion Requirements for the Master's Degree 

The research paper must be summarized logically and it should be capable of multifaceted evaluation. 

Requirements of Thesis 

Thesis  

Thesis  

In principle, to apply for a degree dissertation, students must submit thesis. However, students can 
submit a peer-review in a distinguished journal in the English language as well. 

Moreover, the thesis should be single-authored paper. In case of co-authored paper in a distinguished 
journal in the English language, the applicants must be the first author.  

A thesis typically includes an abstract, methods, results, and discussion. 

   Requirements for the Master's Degree 

  
Those must have enrolled in the master's course for at least 2 years and have earned 30 credits or more. 

  
Those must have been supervised in their research. 

  
Those must have passed the master's thesis review and final examination. 

To complete the course, the above requirements must be fulfilled. However, with regards to the duration 
of enrollment, more than one year of enrollment in the course is sufficient for those students who are 
admitted according to the "Agreement on the special course term of early completion at Graduate School of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University (Medical and Dental Science)." 
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Rules on the special course term of early completion at Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University (Medical and Dental Science) 
 

 
 

Adopted by the Master’s Course Committee on February 10, 2006 
Revised on March 18, 2021 

 
 

 
  Based on Article 27-1 of regulations of Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Okayama University, degree applications and review should be processed as described below when "a student 
who has achieved an outstanding research performance will be adequate to apply for the special course term of 
early completion at Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University 
(Medical and Dental Science) is fulfilled. 
 
 

  Duration of Study  
 

    Course term of one year or one and half year is applicable. 
 

 
     "A student who has achieved an outstanding research performance" 
 

 
Either the first or co-authored of published or expected to be published paper of peer-review in a 

distinguished journal in the English language and the supervisor recognizes the high value of achievement. 
Moreover, the student has to continue of education in Doctoral course at Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University.  

 
  Review of the Eligibility for an Early Completion Degree Application 

  
 

When a student fulfilling the aforementioned requirements intends to apply for an early completion, 
he/she should submit the following documents and undergo review by the Education Board on his/her 
eligibility for the degree application. 

 
   Research guidance plan and Research outline 
   Academic transcripts 
   Letter of recommendation by the supervisor 
  

Others (e.g. curriculum vitae, record of academic performance, research planning sheet) 
 

 
 

Furthermore, those students who pass the review of the eligibility can take subjects that are available in 
the second year. (Research in Medical Sciences II or Research in Dental Sciences II: 4 credits) 
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  Application Period 

 
The period for degree applications for early completion are shown below. 

 
Month 

 
Application months 

 
March 

 
End of August 

 
September 

 
End of January 

  Application and Defense 
 

Applicants must follow the guidelines concerning thesis submission after passing the review of the 
eligibility. 

 Supplementary Provision 

This agreement is effective from April 1, 2021. 

The following is an excerpt from the "Agreement on Academic Terms and Academic Calendar at Okayama 
University" Revised on February 17, 2022 

  Commencement Ceremony 

The commencement ceremony will be held on September 25 and March 25. However, if that day falls on 
weekends or holidays, the ceremony shall be moved up to a weekday right before that day. 
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Rules on Class Registration <Japanese version only> 

MPH  

56



 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

57



MPH  

      

      

58



 
Rules on Master’s Degree <Japanese version only> 
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. Rules on Accreditation for Students of the Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical
Sciences of Okayama University Who Have Made Presentations at International Academic Conferences

Adopted by the Master’s Course Academic Affairs Committee on November 30, 2017 
Adopted by the Doctoral Course Academic Affairs Committee on December 5, 2017 

Article 1: Purpose 
This agreement intends to set forth necessary rules when for accreditation by the Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences (hereinafter, “the School”) to students of the School for their participation 
in international academic conferences to give presentations. 

Article 2: Course Names, Number of Hours and Other Requirements 
Course names, number of hours and other requirements for accreditation are as stated below. 
1. Course names and the number of credits that can be awarded are as in the table below.

Name of Course Credits Eligible Conferences 
Presentation at International Conference 1 1 International academic conferences held outside Japan 
Presentation at International Conference 2 1 International academic conferences held in Japan 

2. One credit for Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered as equivalent to 45 hours of
studying, including time required for presentation, preparation work and post-presentation reporting.

3. No more than two credits can be counted in the mandatory number of credits for course completion. (It is
possible to include two credits from either Presentation at International Conference 1 or 2 only.) There will be,
however, no maximum limit on the number of credits one can earn from Presentation at International Conference
courses so it is possible to repeatedly earn credits from Presentation at International Conference courses. (When
a total of more than two credits is awarded, only two will be considered to be part of the mandatory number of
credits for program completion.)

4. Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered to be electives if their credits are to be
counted as part of the mandatory number of credits for program completion.

Article 3: Eligible International Academic Conferences 
International academic conferences eligible for accreditation are as indicated in the List of Academic Conferences 
Specified by the President, which is provided in the Internal Regulation for Okayama University Research Subsidy 
Program for graduate school students. The duration, location and host of the conference will not be considered. 
International academic conferences that are not specified in the aforementioned list but judged to be appropriate 
by the School may be considered eligible. 

Article 4: Eligible Presentations 
For a presentation to be eligible for accreditation, the following criteria must be met. As a rule, presentations 
should be given in English. 
(1) Both oral and poster presentations may be eligible.
(2) A presentation is eligible only when the student gave it himself/herself.

Article 5: Grading 
If a credit is awarded, the grade for a Presentation at International Conference course will be “Completed”. 

Article 6: Procedures 
Following an application from a student, the procedures defined by the School will be conducted to make decisions 
on accreditation. 
A student who wishes to earn credits must prepare supporting documents that confirm that he/she has given a 
presentation at an eligible academic conference, attach them to an Application for Accreditation and submit them 
to the Dean of the School. 
Notification of the results of such application will be made by listing them on the academic transcript of the student. 

Article 7: Other 
Presentations given during international academic conferences that took place on April 1, 2017 or later are 
candidates for accreditation based on this agreement. 

Supplementary Provision 
This agreement is effective from April 1, 2017. 
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