
 
 
 

Ⅰ 博士課程 教務関係事項 
 

Doctoral Course 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading Criteria 

 
Grade Evaluation Method of the Doctoral Course 
 

 Grading System 

 

 
With the maximum possible score of 100 points, 60 points or more are deemed “Pass” and 59 and below 

“Failure”. Marks are shown below, however, depending on class subject, grades might be described as 
“Complete” or “Failure”. (At least 60 points are required) 

 
 Grade  Score Criteria 

A+ 90 100  
Fully achieved the goals with extremely excellent results. 

A 80 89  
Achieved the goals with excellent results. 

B 70 79  
Achieved the goals with good results. 

C 60 69   
Almost achieved the goals. 

F 0 59  
Failed to achieve the goals. 

 
  Grading Criteria 

 
The grade is assessed in a comprehensive manner, based on an examination given at the end of the subject, 

involvement in classes, including presentations and discussions, reports, and small quizzes as well as the 
results of a research project. Based on this comprehensive evaluation, 60 and more is the standard for 
accreditation of credits.   

 
 Inquiries Regarding Grades and Others 

1 ) 
 

Students can ask questions to their instructors or the Administrative Office with regards to the methods 
and content of grade evaluation.  
 

2 )  
In the event they do not get satisfactory answers, regarding the scores, from the instructor in charge of 
a class, students may bring it to the attention of the Education Board. 
 

3 )  
The Education Board shall coordinate with the parties concerned when the above request is made. 

 
Research Guidance 

 
    Every year, all students of Doctoral Course, excluding students who are on a temporary leave from university 

and those studying abroad, are supposed to receive a research guidance plan for that year from their supervisors. 
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Requirements for the Doctoral Degree 
 

 Criteria for the Main Reference of the Dissertation 

 

 
The main reference of the dissertation should be published (or accepted for publication) in a peer-reviewed 

scientific journal, and should be highly evaluated in a certain scientific field. Each division set special 
requirements. 

 

 Requirements for Doctoral Dissertation (Medicine) 

 
In principle, the applicant should be the single author of the main reference. If the following conditions are 

met, a co-authored paper will be approved as the main reference. 
 

 

 
The applicant is the first author. The number of co-authors should be reasonable for the content of the 
paper and preferably be 10 or less. If the number is 11 or more in addition to the applicant, a statement of 
the reason by the supervisor should be attached. 
 

 Current Contents Embase PubMed  
Journals that the main reference is to be published in should be limited to those in a European language 
that are compiled in one of “Current Contents”, “Embase” or “PubMed”. 
 

  
Letters of Acceptance should be attached stating that all co-authors agree to use the paper as the reference 
of the applicant’s dissertation. 

 
  

In case of a co-authored paper, one or more supervisors or instructors who directly provide guidance (a 
faculty of the graduate school) should be included. 

 

 Requirements for Doctoral Dissertation (Dentistry) 

, 

 

 
Applicant must assume the responsibility for his/her doctoral dissertation, for which the paper(s) has 

(have) been published or accepted for publication in an academic journal. 
A dissertation must fulfill one of the following criteria. 

 
 Single-authored paper 

 

 
Thesis based upon several papers including co-authored paper(s). The papers include at least one 

first-authored paper that was published in a peer-reviewed journal. 
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The first-authored paper written in English and published in an “international academic journal”, which 

is approved by the professorate of the Dentistry Division, Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences. Or, applicant could modify the paper as a single-authored paper. One paper can 
be used only once as a doctoral dissertation, and all the co-authors must agree to the proposal. 

 
 Requirements for dissertation in Pharmaceutical Sciences Division of Doctoral 

Course 

 

 
  Applicant must assume the responsibility for his/her Doctoral dissertation, for which the paper(s) has 
(have) been published or accepted for publication in academic journal. 
 

 

 

 
A dissertation must fulfill the following criteria. 
Thesis based upon the paper(s) including co-authored paper(s). The paper(s) includes (include) at least one 

first-authored paper that was published in a peer-reviewed journal. 
*One paper can be used only once as a doctoral dissertation, and all the co-authors must agree to the 

proposal. 
 

 Requirements for the Doctoral Degree  

  
Those who must be enrolled in a Doctoral course for 4 years or more and must have attained 30 credits or 
more. 
 

  
Those who must have been under the research guidance. 
 

  
Those who must have passed a dissertation review and the final examination. 
 

 
To complete the course, the above requirements must be fulfilled. However, with regards to the duration of 

enrollment, more than three years of enrollment in the course is sufficient for those students who are admitted 
according to the “Agreement on the special course term of less than 4 years at Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University”. 
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Agreement on the Special Course Term of Less Than Four Years at Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry, 
and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University 

 

 
Based on Article 9 of the internal regulations regarding granting a degree to Doctoral course students of 

Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University a degree application and 
review should be processed as described below when the following statement specified by Article 36-3 of the code 
of Graduate School, Okayama University is fulfilled: “a student who has achieved an outstanding research 
performance will be adequate to apply for the special course term of three years or more”. 
 

. Requirements 

  
Course term of three years or three and a half years is applicable. 
 

  
The main reference of the dissertation should fulfill the below categories. 
 

  
Single-authored or co-authored. In case of co-authored paper, the applicant must be the first author. 
 
  

 
The main reference of the dissertation must have been published in a distinguished journal in the 

English language and must have a format and content as accomplished as it needs to be as a dissertation 
work.  

The definition of “a distinguished journal” is, in principle, IF3.0 or more. If it is less than IF3.0, a 
statement of the reason should be submitted to the Education Board for review. 
 
  

In case of a co-authored paper, one or more supervisors or instructors who directly provide guidance 
(a faculty of the graduate school) should be included. 

 

. Review of the Eligibility for a Degree Application 

    

 
When a student fulfilling the aforementioned requirements wants to apply for a degree, he/she should submit 

the following documents and undergo review by the Education Board on his/her eligibility for a degree 
application. 

 
 Documents to be submitted 

  Main research paper 

  
Certificate of an intended publication if the main research paper is not yet published. 
  Curriculum vitae 

  List of publications 
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  Letter of recommendation by the supervisor 

 

. Applications Period 

     
    The period for degree applications are shown below. 
 

Commencement Applications 

September 25 May-June  

March 25 November-December 

 

 Commencement Ceremony 

 
Commencement Ceremony will be held on September 25 an 
d March 25. However, the ceremony will be moved up to the last Friday if that day falls on weekend. 

 

 
  If you meet the above requirements and wish to apply for “the special course term of less than 4 years”, 
please consult the administrative office through your supervisor. 
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Rules for Class Registration (Japanese Language Only) 
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Rules for Doctorates (Japanese Language Only) 
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8. Agreement on Accreditation for Students of the Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences of Okayama University Who Have Made Presentations at International Academic 
Conferences 
 
Adopted by the Master’s Course Academic Affairs Committee on November 30, 2017 
Adopted by the Doctoral Course Academic Affairs Committee on December 5, 2017 
 
Article 1: Purpose 
This agreement intends to set forth necessary rules when for accreditation by the Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences (hereinafter, “the School”) to students of the School for their participation 
in international academic conferences to give presentations. 
 
Article 2: Course Names, Number of Hours and Other Requirements 
Course names, number of hours and other requirements for accreditation are as stated below. 
1. Course names and the number of credits that can be awarded are as in the table below. 

Name of Course Credits Eligible Conferences 
Presentation at International Conference 1 1 International academic conferences held outside Japan 
Presentation at International Conference 2 1 International academic conferences held in Japan 

2. One credit for Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered as equivalent to 45 hours of 
studying, including time required for presentation, preparation work and post-presentation reporting. 

3. No more than two credits can be counted in the mandatory number of credits for course completion. (It is 
possible to include two credits from either Presentation at International Conference 1 or 2 only.) There will be, 
however, no maximum limit on the number of credits one can earn from Presentation at International Conference 
courses so it is possible to repeatedly earn credits from Presentation at International Conference courses. (When 
a total of more than two credits is awarded, only two will be considered to be part of the mandatory number of 
credits for program completion.) 

4. Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered to be electives if their credits are to be 
counted as part of the mandatory number of credits for program completion. 

 
Article 3: Eligible International Academic Conferences 
International academic conferences eligible for accreditation are as indicated in the List of Academic Conferences 
Specified by the President, which is provided in the Internal Regulation for Okayama University Research Subsidy 
Program for graduate school students. The duration, location and host of the conference will not be considered. 
International academic conferences that are not specified in the aforementioned list but judged to be appropriate 
by the School may be considered eligible. 
 
Article 4: Eligible Presentations 
For a presentation to be eligible for accreditation, the following criteria must be met. As a rule, presentations 
should be given in English. 
(1) Both oral and poster presentations may be eligible. 
(2) A presentation is eligible only when the student gave it himself/herself. 
 
Article 5: Grading 
If a credit is awarded, the grade for a Presentation at International Conference course will be “Completed”. 
 
Article 6: Procedures 
Following an application from a student, the procedures defined by the School will be conducted to make decisions 
on accreditation. 
A student who wishes to earn credits must prepare supporting documents that confirm that he/she has given a 
presentation at an eligible academic conference, attach them to an Application for Accreditation and submit them 
to the Dean of the School. 
Notification of the results of such application will be made by listing them on the academic transcript of the student. 
 
Article 7: Other 
Presentations given during international academic conferences that took place on April 1, 2017 or later are 
candidates for accreditation based on this agreement. 
 
Supplementary Provision 
This agreement is effective from April 1, 2017. 
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Ⅱ 修士課程 教務関係事項 

 
Master’s Course 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 Grading Criteria 
 

   Confirmation of Grades 

http://kym.adm.okayama-u.ac.jp/inform/tebiki/menu02.html  

 
Go to the online academic affairs system (https://kyomu.adm.okayama-u.ac.jp/Portal/) to check your 

grades. Refer to the following website about how to use the academic affairs system (https://www.okayama-
u.ac.jp/tp/life/system3.html). Moreover, you can check the results of annual medical checkup or career-
related information on the website as well. 

 
  

  The Grade Evaluation Method of the Master's Degree 
  Grading System 

 
 

 
With the maximum possible score of 100 points, 60 points or more are deemed “Pass” and 59 and 

below “Failure”. Marks are shown below, however, depending on class subject, grades might be 
described as “Complete” or “Failure”. (At least 60 points are required) 

 Grade  Score Criteria 

A+ 90 100  
Fully achieved the goals with extremely excellent results. 

A 80 89  
Achieved the goals with excellent results. 

B 70 79  
Achieved the goals with good results. 

C 60 69   
Almost achieved the goals. 

F 0 59  
Failed to achieve the goals. 

 
 Grading Criteria 

1 2

 
Formative evaluation1) and/or summative evaluation2) will be conducted for each subject in this 
Master's course. Whichever the evaluation is used, the student whose class attendance is less than 
two-thirds are not subject to evaluation. 
 

2

 
Formative evaluation*2 will be conducted for courses in which research activities by students and 
supervision given to them are eligible for credit (i.e., Research and Research Presentations). In the 
Research courses, students carry out experiments and surveys, and keep records. Faculty members 
supervise the students. In the Research Presentations courses, students give presentations on their 
research activities and discuss them with other students and faculty members. The supervising 
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professor accepting the student at his/her laboratory will comprehensively evaluate student 
performance according to criteria such as active participation in these activities, research outcomes 
and contribution to laboratory operation (e.g., management of specimens and equipment for shared 
use). 
 

 
Based on these evaluations, more than 60 percent shall be credit criteria. 
 

 Remarks  

 

 
Formative evaluation is a range of evaluation procedures conducted by lecturers during the learning 
process to modify teaching and learning activities to improve student attainment. In addition to the 
above-mentioned evaluation items, question-and-answer for each lesson and feedback to students 
are commonly used. 
 

 
 

Summative evaluation refers to the evaluation of participants where the focus is on the outcome of an 
education program. Written examinations are commonly used. 

 
   Inquiries Regarding Grade Evaluation and Others 

 

 
Students can ask questions to their instructors or the Administrative Office with regards to the 
methods and content of grade evaluation.  

 
  

In the event they do not get satisfactory answers, regarding the scores, from the instructor in charge 
of a class, students may bring it to the attention of the Education Board. 

 
  
The Education Board shall coordinate with the parties concerned when the above request is made. 

 

 Research Plan and Research Supervision 
 

Students (excluding those on study leave or studying abroad) are requested to submit their “Annual Plan 
and Report for Research” to the Academic Affairs Committee once a year. 

 

 
An Annual Plan and Report for Research file for each student (following the template provided below) will 

be sent to each department every May. Students shall discuss with their supervisor about the annual research 
plan and fill out the research plan section of the document. The supervisor will then fill out the “Research 
Guidance Plan *For supervisors” field. The chief professor will thoroughly read through these and provide 
necessary guidance to the student and other supervisors. Students who have completed all of the above steps 
shall submit the “Annual Plan and Report” to the Graduate School Office. 
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2021
2022  
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2021

2022  
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, DENTISTRY AND PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES, OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
Annual Plan and Report for Research (Master’s Course) 

Date:                 

Student ID  
Kana 

Name 
 

Department  

Course Mater’s Course Grade  
Entrance 
Academic 

Year 

Home University / 
Department / Course (Graduation date:              ) 

Title of Research 

 
 
 

Research supervision
 

Supervisor 

Name (Occupation) 
Whether to 

Attend FD or not 
(2021 or 2022) 

Name (Occupation) 
Whether to 

Attend FD or not 
(2021 or 2022) 

Yes No Yes No

Yes No Yes No

Research Plan Description including presentations in academic conferences, papers and so on) * for students 
 

Research Guidance Plan *For supervisors 
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 Thesis 
 

 
Refer to the website for the guidelines pertaining to thesis submission. (Submission schedule, or formats, etc.)  

 

   Completion Requirements for the Master's Degree 

 
The research paper must be summarized logically and it should be capable of multifaceted evaluation. 
 

Requirements of Thesis 

Thesis  

Thesis  
In principle, to apply for a degree dissertation, students must submit thesis. However, students can 

submit a peer-review in a distinguished journal in the English language as well. 
Moreover, the thesis should be single-authored paper. In case of co-authored paper in a distinguished 

journal in the English language, the applicants must be the first author.  
  

   Requirements for the Master's Degree 

  
A student must be enrolled in a Master's course for 2 years or more and must have attained 30 credits 
or more. 
 

  
He/she must have been under the research guidance 
 

  
He/she must have passed a dissertation review and the final examination. 

 

 

 
To complete the course, the above requirements must be fulfilled. However, with regards to the duration 

of enrollment, more than one year of enrollment in the course is sufficient for those students who are 
admitted according to the "Agreement on the special course term of early completion at Graduate School of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University (Medical and Dental Science)." 
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Agreement on the special course term of early completion at Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University (Medical and Dental Science) 
 

 
 

Adopted by the Master’s Course Committee on February 10, 2006 
Revised on February 10, 2021 

 
 

 
  Based on Article 27-1 of regulations of Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Okayama University, degree applications and review should be processed as described below when "a student 
who has achieved an outstanding research performance will be adequate to apply for the special course term of 
early completion at Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University 
(Medical and Dental Science) is fulfilled. 
 
 

  Duration of Study  
 

    Course term of one year or one and half year is applicable. 
 

 
     "A student who has achieved an outstanding research performance" 
 

 
Either the first or co-authored of published or expected to be published paper of peer-review in a 

distinguished journal in the English language and the supervisor recognizes the high value of achievement. 
Moreover, the student has to continue of education in Doctoral course at Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama University.  

 
  Review of the Eligibility for an Early Completion Degree Application 

  
 

When a student fulfilling the aforementioned requirements intends to apply for an early completion, 
he/she should submit the following documents and undergo review by the Education Board on his/her 
eligibility for the degree application. 

 
   Research guidance plan and Research outline 
   Academic transcripts 
   Letter of recommendation by the supervisor 
  
Others (e.g. curriculum vitae, record of academic performance, research planning sheet) 
 

 
 

Furthermore, those students who pass the review of the eligibility can take subjects that are available in 
the second year. (Research in Medical Sciences II or Research in Dental Sciences II: 4 credits) 
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  Application Period 

 
The period for degree applications for early completion are shown below. 

       
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Month 

  
Application months 

 

 
March 

 
End of August 

 
September 

 
End of January 

 

  Commencement Ceremony 

 
Commencement Ceremony will be held on September 25 and March 25. However, the ceremony will be 

moved up to the last Friday if that day falls on weekend  
 

  Application and Defense  
 

Applicants must follow the guidelines concerning thesis submission after passing the review of the 
eligibility. 

 

 

  

 
Supplementary Provision 
This agreement is effective from April 1, 2021. 
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Rules for Class Registration (Japanese Language Only) 
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Rules of Master’s Degree (Japanese Language Only) 
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7. Agreement on Accreditation for Students of the Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences of Okayama University Who Have Made Presentations at International Academic 
Conferences 
 
Adopted by the Master’s Course Academic Affairs Committee on November 30, 2017 
Adopted by the Doctoral Course Academic Affairs Committee on December 5, 2017 
 
Article 1: Purpose 
This agreement intends to set forth necessary rules when for accreditation by the Graduate School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences (hereinafter, “the School”) to students of the School for their participation 
in international academic conferences to give presentations. 
 
Article 2: Course Names, Number of Hours and Other Requirements 
Course names, number of hours and other requirements for accreditation are as stated below. 
1. Course names and the number of credits that can be awarded are as in the table below. 

Name of Course Credits Eligible Conferences 
Presentation at International Conference 1 1 International academic conferences held outside Japan 
Presentation at International Conference 2 1 International academic conferences held in Japan 

2. One credit for Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered as equivalent to 45 hours of 
studying, including time required for presentation, preparation work and post-presentation reporting. 

3. No more than two credits can be counted in the mandatory number of credits for course completion. (It is 
possible to include two credits from either Presentation at International Conference 1 or 2 only.) There will be, 
however, no maximum limit on the number of credits one can earn from Presentation at International Conference 
courses so it is possible to repeatedly earn credits from Presentation at International Conference courses. (When 
a total of more than two credits is awarded, only two will be considered to be part of the mandatory number of 
credits for program completion.) 

4. Presentation at International Conference courses will be considered to be electives if their credits are to be 
counted as part of the mandatory number of credits for program completion. 

 
Article 3: Eligible International Academic Conferences 
International academic conferences eligible for accreditation are as indicated in the List of Academic Conferences 
Specified by the President, which is provided in the Internal Regulation for Okayama University Research Subsidy 
Program for graduate school students. The duration, location and host of the conference will not be considered. 
International academic conferences that are not specified in the aforementioned list but judged to be appropriate 
by the School may be considered eligible. 
 
Article 4: Eligible Presentations 
For a presentation to be eligible for accreditation, the following criteria must be met. As a rule, presentations 
should be given in English. 
(1) Both oral and poster presentations may be eligible. 
(2) A presentation is eligible only when the student gave it himself/herself. 
 
Article 5: Grading 
If a credit is awarded, the grade for a Presentation at International Conference course will be “Completed”. 
 
Article 6: Procedures 
Following an application from a student, the procedures defined by the School will be conducted to make decisions 
on accreditation. 
A student who wishes to earn credits must prepare supporting documents that confirm that he/she has given a 
presentation at an eligible academic conference, attach them to an Application for Accreditation and submit them 
to the Dean of the School. 
Notification of the results of such application will be made by listing them on the academic transcript of the student. 
 
Article 7: Other 
Presentations given during international academic conferences that took place on April 1, 2017 or later are 
candidates for accreditation based on this agreement. 
 
Supplementary Provision 
This agreement is effective from April 1, 2017. 
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